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SECTION І

FULL DESCRIPTION OF THE PUBLIC PROCUREMENT CALL AND THE TECHNICAL SPECIFICATION  

І. General information

1. Subject of the public procurement call: Development of an econometric model for impact assessment of the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund of the European Union under Project No 0018-TsIO-3.2 entitled “Development of a model for impact assessment of SCF” to be co-financed under Operational Programme Technical Assistance.

2. Current state-of-play: The Administration of the Council of Ministers acts as a coordinator responsible for the absorption of the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund (SCF) of the European Union. The Central Coordination Unit (CCU) is required to draft annual reports, which indicate the annual rate of absorption of the funds whilst, where necessary, also provide guidance on the reallocation of available funds. Currently no instrument is available in Bulgaria, which allows the impact and macroeconomic effects of the inflow of SCF of the European Union into the country to be evaluated. Acting as a central coordinator, CCU should ensure that a functioning instrument is developed in order to be used for conducting preliminary assessments of the co-financing available from SCF and the allocation of funds in the next programming period. 

3. Main requirements for the implementation of the activities under the open call

The activities to be implemented under the open call will comply with the requirements laid down in applicable Community and national law, taking particular account of legislation in the area of the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund of the European Union. 

4. Publicity and information measures

The contractor should comply with the publicity and information measures regarding all activities to be financed under this project, as applicable. 

The contractor should use the logo of the European Union. All publications or notices relating to the contract, including conferences and workshops organised within the framework of the project, should clearly indicate that the contract has received financing from the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF) under OP Technical Assistance. 

Depending on their type, information materials may contain:

· The name of the implemented project;

· The name and logo of the Operational Programme;

· The name and logo of the National Strategic Reference Framework;

· The name of the European Regional Development Fund (ERDF);

· The European Union flag.

The measures described above shall also apply to information disseminated electronically (for example, websites, e-mails etc.) or in an audio-visual format. 

5. Goals and expected outcomes

The general goal of the project is to develop an instrument/model allowing for impact assessment of SCF of the European Union in Bulgaria. 

5.1. The project objectives are set out below:

· Developing a model for the measurement of the effect and impact of EU funds on the different sectors of the economy. 

· Training of the experts engaged by the contractor on the use of the developed model and the drafting of sectoral analyses of the impact of SCF of the European Union. 

5.2. Specific activities. During the period of contract implementation, the Contractor is to carry out the following activities:
Objective 1: Developing a model for measuring the effect and impact of SCF on the individual sectors of the economy. 

Activities under Objective 1:

1. Conducting a working meeting dedicated to the presentation of the project – objectives, tasks and expected outcomes.

Currently, no instrument has been developed and is available in Bulgaria, which allows for an impact assessment of EU funds to be made on the individual sectors of the economy. This activity should be launched by conducting a working meeting with the experts to provide the necessary information and data, i.e. experts from the National Statistical Institute, the Managing Authorities of the Operational Programmes etc., with a view to informing them of the launch of the project and establishing rules and procedure for the submission of data. The main characteristics of the model and its theoretical framework, along with an illustration of a fully-functional model used in another Member State of the European Union, will be presented during the working meeting. The model should cover the following main sectors:

Key sectors:

· the real economy;

· the external sector;

· the monetary sector;

· the fiscal sector.

Taking into account that a significant number of planned interventions co-financed by SCF will aim to increase and improve the quantitative and qualitative aspects of human capital and basic infrastructure in place in Bulgaria, the model should contain the following basic components: 

Main components:

· human capital;

· basic infrastructure.

2. Collecting and processing of the statistical information input required for the model

This activity essentially represents a preliminary stage in the development of the model itself. The information will be provided by the institutions responsible for the collection of statistical data, inter alia the National Statistical Institute, the Bulgarian National Bank, the Ministry of Finance and the Managing Authorities of Operational Programmes. Where necessary (in case no information is available about a key variable of the theoretical component of the model) a method should be proposed that allows for the population of gaps and the generation of data substantially similar to that which is needed. 

3. Developing a structural dynamic econometric model for assessment of the impact of SCF of the European Union in Bulgaria or adapting an existing model for use in Bulgaria. 

This stage includes the input of actual data into the theoretical concept underlying the model. It is necessary to conduct an analysis and an econometric assessment of the economic dependencies within the individual components of the model. 

4. Testing of the model. Sensitivity analysis.

The tests conducted on the model should be able to demonstrate the extent to which it will allow the impact of EU SCF to be reported within each of the different sectors. It is also necessary to carry out checks to verify the reliability of obtained results and the strengths and weaknesses of the model. 

5. Developing a manual setting a description of the main characteristics of the model. 

The document should set out a description of the developed model and underlying theoretical and practical implementation concepts. The development of the Manual will allow the specific characteristics, strengths and weaknesses of the model in Bulgaria, to be identified. At the same time, it will serve as a tool to expand the knowledge of the pool of experts to be trained to work with the model. 

6. Presentation of the results

This activity will allow for the final results to be presented at an event to which all potential stakeholders (Managing Authorities of the Operational Programmes, members of the Monitoring Committees of NSRF and Operational programmes etc.) involved in the programming, management and control of EU funds, will be invited. 

Note: The technical proposals to be submitted by applicants should provide information about the model to be developed, including its structure, which parts of the main sectors (real, external, monetary and fiscal) will be included in the model, and whether individual modules (components) for human capital and basic infrastructure will be developed/assessed. 

Objective 2: Training of the experts of the Contractor on the use of the developed model and drafting sectoral analyses of the impact of SCF of the European Union 

Activities to be implemented under Objective 2:

1. Training of the team of experts to work with the model and the specialist software

Within this activity, seven (7) experts of the Contractor should have on-the-job training on the use of the specialist software necessary to handle the model for impact assessment of SCF of the European Union in Bulgaria. 

2. Simulations. Generating results that allow the impact of SCF of the European Union on each of the sectors in different scenarios to be measured and reported

The aim is to use simulations in order to prepare the team of experts to work with the model and demonstrate the extent to which it will allow the impact of SCF of the European Union and the reliability of obtained results to be assessed. This activity will also allow the strengths and weaknesses of the model to be identified. 

3. Organising and conducting study visits for the training of the team of experts in two Member States of the European Union. 

The aim is to organise and conduct study visits for seven (7) experts who will be trained to work with the impact assessment model at relevant institutions in two EU Member States where similar models are used. These visits will allow the experts to study the experience of other Member States, which have adapted and use similar models and develop an understanding of the specific characteristics of this type of econometric instrument, thus improving the knowledge of expert staff and facilitating the successful implementation of the model. 

The Contractor should include the following items of expenditure in the budget: 

•
conducting the public events under Objective 1 (to present the project and its outcomes), including the rental of suitable premises, providing the necessary technical equipment and handling other technical aspects of the organisation; 

• daily subsistence, travel and accommodation costs relating to the organisation and conducting of the study visits for 7 experts to be trained in the use the impact assessment model at relevant institutions in two European Union Member States where similar models are used. The Contractor should handle all logistical arrangements relating to the study visits and ensure adequate conditions that allow efficient participation in the process of training, including transport, hotel accommodation (3-4 star hotel) and the corresponding arrangements for breakfast, lunch and dinner;

•
cover translation and interpreting costs (if necessary). 

Note: The technical proposal to be submitted by applicants should include information about planned study visits, inter alia chosen Member states in which the study trips will take place, a list of the relevant institutions and proposed trainers, duration of the training (number of days in each of the selected member States) and any other relevant logistical information. 

5.3. Expected outcomes

The project will aim to achieve the following effects and outcomes:

· Development of a functioning model for macroeconomic analysis and assessment of implemented policies; 

· Development and implementation of a model, which will lead to strengthening the administrative capacity for assessment of the impacts of policies implemented in Bulgaria. 

The following indicators will be used to measure contract performance:

	Indicator


	Description
	Baseline value*
	Final value**
	Source of information

	Developed instrument for impact assessment of the co-financing from SCF of the European Union
	Developed functioning econometric model for impact assessment of SCF of the European Union in Bulgaria


	0
	1
	A developed econometric model

Reports on the impact assessment of SCF of the European Union on the macro economy of Bulgaria

	Drafted documents
	Developed Manual on the use of the model


	0
	1
	A copy of the drafted Manual

	Organised events 
	One inception meeting organised at the time of launch of the project and one public event for the presentation of the final results achieved under the project
	0
	2
	Minutes of the meeting

File on the event 

	Trained experts
	The indicator measures the number of experts trained to work with the model in the context of training events or simulations


	0
	7
	Lists of participants, programme, database of conducted training events, reports


5.4 Risks

The following risks may have implications for project implementation and the achievement of set goals and objectives:

· There may be a discrepancy between the resources available for the development of a model for policy and impact assessment and actual needs; 

· the possibility to apply the outcomes of the model for the efficient and effective coordination and implementation of policies may be limited; 

· the quality and availability of statistical data and other information necessary for the model may be inadequate/insufficient; 

· Insufficient commitment on the part of the Managing Authorities of the Operational Programmes to the goals of the project and failure to provide the necessary information for the model.

6. Logistics and timeframe

6.1. Location of the project - Sofia.

6.2. The timeframe for project implementation is until 15 November 2011. 

7. Official and working languages

The official language of the project is Bulgarian.

The working languages of the project are Bulgarian and English.

8. Other requirements

The Contractor should set in place the necessary structure and provide any equipment and facilities it deems necessary for the purpose of implementing project activities. Staff and support costs, where applicable, should be included in the price proposal of the Contractor. 

The Contractor will cover on his account the communication costs of staff (telephone, fax, internet etc.).

Any necessary materials and/or services relating to the implementation of activities and the achievement of the results envisaged in the Technical specification should be included in the price proposal submitted by the applicant. 

No costs for the purchase of equipment on behalf of the Contractor are envisaged as a component of the services contract. 

9. Reporting requirements

The Contractor must present the following documents in English and Bulgarian:

· An inception report and a detailed working plan to be submitted not later than 30 days after the date of signature of the contract; 

· A monthly information on the progress achieved in implementing the activities set out in the public procurement contract and the activities or sub-activities finalised during the respective month to be submitted to the project Leader by e-mail not later than the tenth day of the following month; 

· A final report setting out a description of conducted activities and a financial report. 

Procedure for submitting and accepting the reports (takeover procedure)

All reports are to be submitted in Bulgarian and English on paper and in an electronic copy. The submission and acceptance of reports will be verified by a takeover certificate signed by a representative of the Contractor and the Project leader. The approval of reports will be verified by a dedicated declaration signed by the Project leader not later than seven (7) working days as from the date of submission of the report concerned. The Contracting Authority, acting through the Project leader, may return submitted reports for modifications where reports are found not to comply with the requirements for and scope of activities. In such cases, the Contracting Authority, acting through the Project leader, issues guidance and determines a deadline for rectification of identified deficiencies. 

The estimated value of the public procurement contract is 267 000 (two hundred sixty-seven thousand) BGN, including VAT. 

SECTION ІІ

REQUIREMENTS FOR PARTICIPATION IN THE OPEN CALL

1. The open call for the award of a public procurement contract is open to any party, which satisfies the requirements laid down in the Public Procurement Act and the stated requirements of the Contracting Authority set out in the documentation for participation in the call. 

2. The Contracting Authority reserves the right to disqualify applicants who satisfy at least one of the conditions set out below: 

а) the applicant, unless fully rehabilitated, has been convicted and effectively sentenced for:

· a crime against the financial, tax or national insurance system, including money laundering under Article 253-260 of the Penal Code; 

· a bribe under Article 301-307 of the Penal Code; 

· involvement in an organised criminal group under Articles 321 and 321a of the Penal Code; 

· a criminal offence against property under Articles 194-217 of the Penal Code; 

· a criminal offence against the national economy under Articles 219-252 of the Penal Code; 

b) has been declared insolvent;

c) winding-up or substantially similar proceedings have been initiated in accordance with applicable national law or relevant bylaws; 

d) insolvency proceedings have been launched or an extrajudicial settlement within the meaning of Article 740 of the Commercial Law has been concluded, where the applicant or participant is a legal person registered outside the Republic of Bulgaria or a similar procedure has been initiated/settlement concluded in accordance with applicable national law; including when his activity has been placed under a court restraint or has ceased trading; 

e) the rights of the applicant to practice as a licensed professional has been revoked in accordance with the applicable rules laid down in the legislation in force within the jurisdiction where the criminal offence was committed; 

f) has outstanding debt to the budget of the central government or local authorities within the meaning of Article 162(2) of the Tax Procedure Code verified by a declaration of findings issued by a competent authority, which has come into full force and effect, unless deferment has been granted, or has an outstanding debt relating to social insurance or tax due in accordance with the national law of the country in which the applicant resides ordinarily. 

3. where the participants are legal persons, the requirements laid down in point 2b(a), (b) and (e) shall apply as follows: 

· in the case of general partnership – with respect to the persons mentioned in Articles 84(1) and 89(1) of the Commercial Law; 

· in the case of limited  partnership – with regard to the persons mentioned in Article 105 of the Commercial Law, excluding any partners whose liability is limited; 

· in the case of limited liability companies – with respect  to the persons mentioned in Article 141(2) of the Commercial Law and in the case of sole shareholder limited liability companies, the persons mentioned in Article 147(1) of the Commercial Law; 

· in the case of joint-stock companies – the persons duly authorised under Article 235(2) of the Commercial Law and where no powers of authorisation have been granted – the persons mentioned in Article 235(1) of the Commercial Law; 

· in the case of an unlimited partnership with shares – with respect to the persons mentioned in Article 244(4) of the Commercial Law; 

· in all other cases – for the persons duly authorised to represent the applicant. 

4. the following applicants are deemed ineligible for the purpose of submitting proposals under the public procurement open call: 

а) a person who, in their capacity as a member of a managing or a supervisory board or acting in such capacity temporarily, including signatories or commercial representatives, is a related person within the meaning of §1(1) of the supplementary provision of the Prevention and Detection of Conflicts of Interest Act vis-à-vis senior officers of the Contracting Authority; 

b) persons who have concluded contracts with employees within the meaning of Articles 21 or 22 of the Prevention and Detection of Conflicts of Interest Act. 

5. Where some or all of the work intended to be carried out under the public procurement contract is planned to be sub-contracted, the subcontractors concerned shall be subject to the requirements laid down in sub-paragraphs 2 and 4. 

6. The absence of the circumstances described in sub-paragraphs 2 and 4 will be verified by declarations based on the annexed model (Annexes No 4, 5 and 6) at the time of submitting a proposal. 

7. A foreign natural person or legal entity for which one of the following circumstances under Article 47(1) and (2) under the Public procurement act is proved cannot participate in public procurement procedure. 

COMMUNICATION BETWEEN THE CONTRACTING AUTHORITY AND APPLICANTS

8.  All communications and actions taken by the Contracting Authority and the applicants within the framework of the open call shall be in writing. 

9.  The exchange of information between the Contracting Authority and applicants may be in any of the following forms:

a. In person – information is exchanged against a signature;

b. by post, and in particular registered post, including a delivery receipt, with communication being sent to a postal address indicated by the applicant; 

c. by courier;

d. by fax;

e. by e-mail, in accordance with the provisions set out in the Electronic Document and Electronic Signature Act; 

f. by a combination of the methods mentioned above.

10.  Letters and communications should be addressed to the designated contact person. 

11. The exchange and keeping of information during the procedure for the award of a public procurement contract shall ensure the integrity, truthfulness and confidentiality of information. 

12. At the time of the handing over of the technical specifications to the applicants in the open call and concluding a contract, the Contracting Authority may specify which part of the information provided is to be treated on a confidential basis. Applicants may not disclose such information. 

13. At the time of submitting an application, applicants may similarly indicate which part of the information is to be treated as confidential and submit a request that the Contracting Authority does not disclose that information. The Contracting Authority does not have the right to disclose information submitted by the applicants, indicated by them as confidential in relation to technical or trade secrets, with exceptions in the following cases::

a. when information about the concluded contract is sent to the Public Procurement Register  by the Contracting Authority in accordance with the obligation laid down by law; 

b. where, in case a written request is received from an applicant, the Contracting Authority is obligated to provide such applicant with access to or a copy of the relevant minutes of proceedings. In this case the Contracting Authority shall act with reasonable care and may refuse to grant access to information set out in the minutes of proceedings, where making such information available constitutes a breach of legislation or prevents, limits or distorts competition. 

14. The decisions to be notified to the applicants by the Contracting Authority shall be presented in person against a signature or sent by registered post, accompanied by a receipt verifying delivery, by fax or e-mail in accordance with the rules set out in the Electronic Document and Electronic Signature Act. 

15. Not later than 10 days before the expiry of the deadline for the submission of proposals under the open call, the applicants may request clarifications on essential matters relating to the documentation for participation in the call. The Contracting Authority responds within 4 days from the date of receiving the request by sending clarifications to all applicants, which have purchased the tender dossier and indicated an address for correspondence, without specifying the applicant from whom the request for clarification was received. The clarification is annexed to the tender dossier available for purchase by other parties. 

16. A communication will be deemed to have been received when it has reached the intended recipient at the address specified by them. Where the recipient has changed their address and failed to notify this to the respective counter party in a timely manner or in case it does not wish to acknowledge receipt, the communication will be deemed to have been delivered at the time it reaches an address notified to the sender. 

17. The Contracting Authority may also send the applicants, which have purchased the tender dossier, an electronic copy of the documentation or a part thereof by e-mail. Applicants may also elect to submit some of the documents included in the proposal by e-mail, in addition to submitting them in a paper version. 

18. In the case of discrepancy between the documents submitted on paper and electronically, the paper version will prevail. 

19. Information, which has been submitted solely in an electronic format will not be deemed duly submitted for consideration within the open call procedure, unless drawn up and submitted in accordance with the requirements laid down in the Electronic Document and Electronic Signature Act. 

SUBMISSION OF PROPOSALS

20. In order to participate in the open call, applicants draft and submit proposals, which must be fully in line with the requirements and guidelines set out in this document. 

21. The price proposal must include the full volume of the work/services to be provided under the public procurement call. 

22. Where the subject matter of the open call provides for an “Option” explicitly referred to by the Contracting Authority, applicants are encouraged to include the specified option in the scope of their proposals unless the Contracting Authority has made a specific reference to the inclusion of options being a mandatory requirement for the proposals. The Contracting Authority may include a proposed option in the scope of the contract at its own discretion within the deadlines stipulated in the tender documentation. An option proposed by applicants is not subject to cancellation. Applicants are required to provide such an option in accordance with the terms and conditions set out in the submitted proposal. 

23. Alternative proposals are acceptable solely if explicitly provided for in the notice of public procurement and the respective submitted alternative proposals conform to the essential requirements stated in the tender documentation. 

24. Each participant is entitled to submit one proposal under the public procurement call. 

25. Proposals must be submitted at the address indicated on the notice of public procurement, that is Sofia, 1 Dondukov Boulevard, Public Procurement Department, Directorate Property Management and Administrative and Economic Activities, not later than the date and time (deadline) stipulated in the notice of public procurement. 
26. Proposals are to be submitted in a sealed, non-transparent envelope by the applicant or a duly authorised representative thereof in person or by post, using registered mail against a delivery receipt, or by using a courier service. The wording “Proposal”, the name and address of the Contracting Authority, the name of the public procurement call and its identification number (if stated in the notice of public procurement), an address and contact person for correspondence, a telephone and a fax number and an e-mail (where available) must also appear on the envelope. The envelope with the proposal contains three separate sealed non-transparent and inscribed envelopes with contents described in details in p.3 of Section III “Guidance on the drafting of proposals”.
     26.1. Envelope No1 titled “Documents for selection”,

     26.2. Envelope No2 titled “Proposal for implementation of the contract”,

     26.3. Envelope No3 titled “Price proposal”;
27. The proposal may also be submitted electronically in accordance with the rules laid down in the Electronic Document and Electronic Signature Act. In this case, applicants are required to submit to the Contracting Authority all documents that are not in an electronic format in accordance with the procedure set out in paragraph 26, before the expiry of the deadline for the submission of proposals. 

28. At the time of receipt of the proposals, the reference number, date and time of receipt and the information shown on the envelope are entered into a dedicated record and a receipt is issued to the bearer. 

29. Where the proposal has been sent by registered mail or a courier service, the cost shall be borne by the applicant. In this case, the proposal must be sent allowing for sufficient time for delivery to the address of the Contracting Authority before the expiry of the deadline for the submission of proposals. The risk of delay or loss of a proposal shall be borne by the applicant. 

30. The Contracting Authority may not assist applicants with regard to the delivery of proposals to the address and within the deadline stipulated in the notice. Applicants may not request assistance from the Contracting Authority with respect to customs formalities or its staff interacting with courier or other delivery services, including collecting proposals from post offices or the offices of courier services etc. 

31. Until the deadline for the expiry of proposals each participant in the call may modify, supplement or recall their proposal. 

32. Applicants may not recall or modify their proposals after the expiry of the stipulated deadline for submission. 

33. All expenses relating to the submission of a proposal under the open call shall be borne by the applicants. 

EVALUATION OF PROPOSALS

34. Where no proposals are received, the Contracting Authority may extend the deadline for submission by not more than thirty (30) days or cancel the call on the grounds of a reasoned decision. 
35. The Contracting Authority is obligated to extend the deadline by not more than 30 (thirty) days where the initially stipulated deadline is not sufficient due to the necessity to: 

а) examine additional documents included in the tender dossier on the premises of the Contracting Authority; 


b) make special arrangements in view of the place of implementation.

36. During the procedure, any change to declared circumstances are subject to being notified to the Contracting Authority not later than 7 days after any such change occurs. 
37. The Contracting Authority issues an order on the appointment of a commission responsible for the public procurement call. Such commission is appointed after the expiry of the deadline for the submission of proposals in accordance with the procedure set out in Chapter 5, Section II of the Public Procurement Act. 
38. The commission is required to finalise its work within a deadline stipulated in the order issued by the Contracting Authority, which may only be amended by a subsequent order by the Contracting Authority. The deadline must take into account the specific nature of the public procurement call and may not exceed the stipulated period of validity of the proposals. 
39. The members of the commission and the consultants to it are obligated not to disclose any of the circumstances which may come to their knowledge in relation to the proceedings and work of the commission. 
40. The members of the commission are not entitled to remove applications or proposals from the premises on which the proceedings of the commission take place. 
41. Where, due to objective reasons, a member of the commission is prevented from carrying out their duties, such member may be replaced by a reserve member appointed on the grounds of a dedicated order issued by the Contracting Authority. 
42. The commission appointed by the Contracting Authority for the purpose of examining, evaluating and ranking proposals commences its proceedings after receiving the list of participants and the proposals submitted by those participants. 
43. The members of the commission and consultants sign and submit declarations to the Contracting Authority in order to verify that: 
a. they do not stand to derive a benefit from the award of the public procurement contract concerned to a particular applicant; 

b. they are not “related persons” within the meaning of the definition set out in the Commercial Law vis-à-vis an applicant under the call for proposals or any of the sub-contractors mentioned in the proposal, including the members of the managing or supervisory boards of their authorities; 

c. they do not have a private vested interest within the meaning of the Prevention and Detection of Conflicts of Interest Act with regard to the award of a public procurement contract; 

d. they undertake not to disclose the facts or circumstances which may come to their knowledge in connection to the proceedings or work of the commission.

44. The opening of the offers is public and all relevant applicants could be present during the procedure or their authorized representatives as well as representatives of the media and non-profit legal entities.

45. During its work on reviewing, evaluation and ranking of the proposals the commission follows the rules previewed in Articles 68-72 of the PPA. 

46. Only the proposals submitted by applicants, which have not been removed from the list of eligible applicants on the grounds of any of the circumstances mentioned in Articles 47(1) and (5) and 47(2) of the Public Procurement Act being present and failure to comply with any of the terms and conditions stipulated in the notice of public procurement and the tender documentation will be evaluated on the basis of the criteria and methodology for evaluation. Applicants must also satisfy the requirements for economic and financial viability and have sufficient professional and technical capability. 

47. The Commission may carry out checks at any time with a view to verifying the information disclosed by applicants and request clarifications and additional evidence  for data presented in envelopes No2 and No3.This opportunity may not be used from the participants in order to  change their technical or price proposal.  
48. In certain cases when there is complexity or special nature of the public procurement call, the Contracting Authority may also carry out checks to verify the technical capability of applicants and, where necessary, the testing of other equipment, which ensures the quality of execution of the public procurement contract to be awarded. The Contracting Authority may also request such checks to be conducted by a competent authority in the country where the applicant ordinarily resides, if that authority consents to undertake such checks on behalf of the Contracting Authority. 
49. Where the technical specifications make reference to particular functional properties or requirements, which define the scope of works or services in precise terms, applications which satisfy the requirements laid down in applicable Bulgarian standards, which introduce a European or an international standard shall be considered eligible, provided the applicant is able to demonstrate in the proposal that the standards concerned apply to the functional properties or requirements stipulated by the Contracting Authority. 
50. In the cases under paragraph 48, the commission is obligated to request, and the applicant to submit as evidence, a technical manual issued by the manufacturer, a testing protocol or a certificate issued by recognised competent body. 
51. Where an applicant proposes a price that is lower by more than 30 percent than the average price of all other received proposals for the public procurement call, the commission requests that such applicant submits a detailed written justification concerning the proposed price. The commission shall set a reasonable period for the submission of the justification, which may not be less than three days, commencing on the day following that on which the request is received. 
52. The commission may accept the written justification and refrain from disqualifying the proposal if objective factors are pointed out with regards to:
a. an authentic solution for execution of the public procurement; 

b. the proposed technical solution;

c. conditions that present the contractor with an advantage; 

d. executing the works or services contract in a highly economical way; 

e. receiving state aid.

53. Where the participant fails to submit the written justification or, at the discretion of the commission, the stated factors are not objective, the applicant is disqualified from further participation in the call. 
54. The commission submits to the Contracting Authority a reasoned proposal to disqualify each applicant which: 
a) has failed to submit any of the documentation referred to in this document; 

b) is prevented from participation in the public procedure due to the presence of any of the circumstances stipulated in Article 47(1) and (5) and 47(2) of the Public Procurement Act which are pointed in the public procurement call; 
c) has submitted proposal that is incomplete and/or do not conform to the conditions or the requirements for the content stipulated by the Contracting Authority; 

d) has submitted a proposal which doesn’t correspond to the requirements of Article 57 (2) of the PPA. 

55. The commission evaluates the proposals in accordance with the terms, conditions, criteria and indicators stipulated in advance. The decisions are taken with a simple majority of the votes of the members of the commission. 
56. Where proposals are evaluated on the basis of the lowest price criterion, all eligible applicants are ranked on the basis of the lowest price for the public procurement contract, with the applicant, which submitted the lowest bid, being ranked in first place. 
57. Where proposals are evaluated on the basis of the greatest economic feasibility criterion, proposals are evaluated and ranked in accordance with the “Methodology for complex evaluation of proposals” by the tender documentation on the basis of the stipulated therein indicators, the method for comprehensive evaluation of each proposal and the rules for the ranking of proposals. Where this criterion is used, the commission opens the envelope containing the price proposal after it has examined and evaluated the proposals on the basis of all other stipulated criteria and described this in a protocol signed by the members of the commission.

    58. Information about the date, time and place of opening and announcement of price proposals for the award of public procurement contracts must be announced at least one working day in advance by a publication on the website of the Council of Ministers www.government.bg Section Public Procurement or at the notice board of Reception Department, State Chancellery Directorate, or in another appropriate manner. Applicants or their authorised representatives as well as representatives of non - profit organisations and representatives of the media may attend the opening of price proposals. 

59. Where in the notice of public procurement the Contracting Authority has specified that the call is divided into several lots, the evaluation, the ranking and the selection are made separately for each lot. 
60. Where proposals are evaluated on the basis of the greatest economic feasibility criteria and the notice indicates that alternative proposals are acceptable, all submitted alternatives are evaluated in accordance with the proposal evaluation methodology described in this document, where such alternatives conform to stipulated requirements. In this case, only one alternative proposal submitted by each applicant, notably the one which has received the highest ranking, is examined in further proceedings. Where the terms and conditions for the call do not provide for the submission of alternative proposals but applicants have included alternatives, the proposal is disqualified in its entirety and is not evaluated in further proceedings. 

61. The technical proposals submitted by applicants as well as the terms and conditions, periods for implementation, prices and warranty conditions relating to the performance of the public procurement contract to be awarded are evaluated by the whole commission. The evaluation is subject to acceptance and endorsement by the commission, which is verified by signatures of the protocol by all members. Where a member of the commission disagrees with the evaluation regarding certain criterion, this member is obliged to sign the protocol “with reservation” and a dedicated declaration of reservation is drafted and annexed to the protocol. 
62. Each of the members (respectively experts in a certain area) of the commission fills out a table setting out the individual evaluation of offers regarding the relevant criterion. Each proposal’s evaluation under a respective indicator represents the average arithmetic value of the different evaluations of the members of the commission for this indicator concerned. Where the evaluation methodology provides for the use of a different method, the procedure set out in the methodology is used. 
63. The commission evaluates and ranks applicants on the basis of the degree of conformity of submitted proposals with the requirements stipulated in the tender documentation.

64. In case when the complex evaluations of two or more proposals are equal, when the criterion under Article 37 (1)(2) of the PPA is chosen, the greatest economic feasible proposal is supposed to be this which proposes the lowest price. In case when also the prices are equal, the evaluations are compared by the criterion with the highest relative weight and the offer with the more favourable value under this indicator is chosen.

65. The commission undertakes publicly drawing of lots for choosing contractor among the ranked proposals on first place, if the most economically feasible proposal cannot be defined according to the preceding point.  
66. The commission drafts a protocol on the examination, evaluation and ranking of proposals which is signed by each of its members. The protocols for reviewing, evaluation and ranking of the proposals are submitted to the Contracting Authority, along with the documentation and all correspondence relating to the call. The commission concludes its work by submitting the protocols to the Contracting Authority. Where a member of the commission does not agree with the adopted decision, the protocol is signed with a reservation and a declaration setting out the motives for disagreement is drafted. 

ranking and selecting a contractor. termination of the call

67. The Contracting Authority announces the ranking of applicants and the selection of a contractor by a dedicated reasoned decision not later than 5 working days after the commission concludes its proceedings. The decision includes a reference to the applicants and proposals disqualified from participation in the call, including the reasons for their disqualification. The Contracting Authority sends a copy of the decision on the ranking of applicants within three days of its issuance. 

68. In special cases the Contracting Authority may request in writing or by fax that applicants extend the period of validity of submitted proposals until the date on which a public procurement contract is concluded. Applicants may elect not to oblige this request. An applicant, who agrees to extend the period of validity of their proposal, is further obliged to extend the period of validity of the guarantee for participation in the call. 

69. The Contracting Authority terminates the open call for the award of a public procurement contract by a reasoned decision solely where:

a) no proposals have been received or none of the applicants were found to be eligible by Article 47-53a of the PPA; 

b) none of the proposals conform to the stated requirements of the Contracting Authority; 

c) all proposals, which conform to the stated requirements of the Contracting Authority, exceed available funds that he may provide. In this case, the decision on the termination of the open call must include a reference to the lowest proposed price. The Contracting Authority cannot conclude a contract for the same works or services to be provided under a subsequent public procurement call in the same calendar year for a price that is equal to or higher than the price stated in the decision. 

d) The applicants ranked in first and, respectively, second place decline to conclude a contract; 

e) the need for the call is no longer present due to a substantial change in the circumstances, including the case where the Contracting Authority ceases to be in a position to provide the necessary funds for the implementation of the public procurement subject due to reasons which he could not have reasonably foreseen; 

f) on the grounds of irregularities relating to the manner in which the procedure was conducted, which cannot be rectified without modifying the essential requirements for the open call; 

g) where any of the circumstances mentioned in Article 42(1) of the Public procurement Act are present and no public procurement contract may be signed. 

70. The Contracting Authority may terminate the open call by a reasoned decision where:

а) only one proposal or application has been received;

b) only one applicant was found to be eligible according to Article     47-53a of the PPA requirements or only one proposal conforms to the stated requirements of the Contracting Authority.

71. The Contracting Authority notifies the decision to terminate the call to the applicants within three days of the date of the decision and sends a copy of the decision to the Executive Director of the Public Procurement Agency. 

72. Where the call for the award of a public procurement contract is terminated under Article 69(1)(3), (5) and (6) or Article 70 of the Public Procurement Act, the Contracting Authority reimburses the costs of the applicants for the purchase of the tender documentation not later than 14 days from the date of the decision to terminate the call. 

73. The legality of each decision of a Contracting Authority within the framework of a call for the award of a public procurement contract including for the presence of discriminative economic, financial, technical or requirements on qualification in the announcement, documentation or any other document related to the procedure, is subject to appeal. The complaint is submitted simultaneously before the Commission for the Protection of Competition and the Contracting Authority in a 10 days period in accordance with the procedure set out in Article 120 and the following of the Public Procurement Act.

74.  The filing of complaints with exception of the decision for selection of a Contractor ,does not suspend public procurement calls unless a temporary measure “suspension  of the procedure” is asked. When with the complaint a temporary measure under the meaning of preceding sentence is asked, the procedure for award of the public procurement is suspended until the coming into force of the resolution with which the request for temporary measure is suspended, or until the coming into force of the decision on the complaint, if temporary measure is imposed. 

75. A complaint against the decision for selecting a Contractor suspends the procedure for award of public procurement contract until the final settlement of the dispute except when a preliminary execution is allowed. 

award of public procurement contracts

76. The Contracting Authority concludes contract(s) for works/services to be provided under public procurement arrangements, including under individual lots (where applicable), with the applicant selected as a contractor as a result of the call for the whole volume of works/services or works/services to be provided under individual lots.

The Contracting Authority cannot conclude a contract before the expiration of a 14 day period of the notification of the interested participants about the decision for selection of a Contractor.  

77. The contract is to be concluded in one month period after the coming into force of the decision for selection of Contractor or the resolution with which a preliminary implementation of this decision is allowed, but not earlier than the period indicated in Article 76, sentence two. The Contracting Authority cannot conclude a contract with the selected Contractor before the coming into force of all decisions under the procedure. 

78. Public procurement contracts are concluded on the basis of the model contract annexed to the tender documentation and covers all proposals submitted by the applicant selected as a contractor. Any matter, which fails to be settled in relation to the signature, performance and termination of public procurement contracts, is settled in accordance with the provisions laid down in the Commercial Law and the Obligations and Contracts Act. 
79. At the time of signature of a public procurement contract the selected contractor is required to submit relevant documents issued by the competent authorities, which verify the absence of the circumstances under Article 47(1) of the Public Procurement Act and those referred to in the notice of public procurement under Article 47(2) of the same law, as well as to carry out the relevant registration, when this is required, to submit documents or to fulfil other requirement which is necessary for the accomplishment of the order according to the provisions of a normative or administrative act and is imposed by the Contracting Authority by the opening of the procedure. Where the selected contractor is a legal person registered outside the territory of Bulgaria or a consortium of foreign natural and/or legal persons, the circumstances referred to above are verified by producing documents issued by a competent authority or an equivalent document issued by a court of law or an administrative body in the country in which the applicant ordinarily resides. Where it is not possible to present such documents due to there being no equivalent in the respective foreign country or where the documents do not cover the entire scope of the circumstances subject to verification, applicants submit an affidavit, which has been drafted and attested in accordance with the applicable legal requirements in force in the country in which the applicant ordinarily resides. Where the affidavit does not raise any legal consequences under the respective national law, applicants submit an official application filed with a judiciary or an administrative body, a notary public or a competent professional or commercial body in the country, in which the applicant ordinarily resides.

79.1.When the Contracting Authority applies Article 23(4) of the Commercial Register Act, it cannot require the submission of documents for verification of the provisions under Article 47(1) and (2) if the PPA, when they relate to the provisions, entered in the trade register.

80. Where the proposal envisaged the use of services to be supplied by sub-contractors, the latter must also present the documents mentioned above. Documents must be submitted in the original or in a copy on which the wording “Copy true with the original” appears and must have be issued not earlier than 3 (three) months before the date on which they are presented. 

81. At the time of signing a public procurement contract the selected contractor must also present except the documents referred to in Article 79 and a good performance guarantee for the contract in accordance with the terms and conditions stipulated in the notice of public procurement, the current instructions and the draft contract. 

82. Where the selected contractor is a non-personified consortium comprising natural and/or legal persons and the conditions stipulated in the notice of public procurement provide for the registration of a legal person, a document attesting to such registration must be produced at the time of signature of a contract. In this case, the newly established non-personified consortium is bound by the submitted proposal and the covenants, terms and conditions set out therein. 

83. Where the notice of public procurement does not stipulate a requirement for the registration of a legal person, the public procurement contract is signed after the contractor submits to the Contracting Authority a certified copy attesting to the registration of the consortium in the record kept by the Conveyance Agency or an equivalent document if available under the respective national law in the case the consortium is registered outside the territory of Bulgaria. 

84. Where the selected contractor fails to submit the documents referred to in paragraphs 79, 80, 81 and 82 or groundlessly refuses to conclude a public procurement contract within one month of the decision on the selection of a contractor, the Contracting Authority may elect to conclude a contract with the applicant ranked in second place. The Contracting Authority adopts a dedicated decision on the selection of the applicant ranked in second place and sends a written letter notifying such applicant of the forthcoming conclusion of a contract within three days as from the date on which the circumstances mentioned in the foregoing sentence are verified. 

85. If the second selected contractor fails to produce the necessary documents or declines to conclude a contract, the Contracting Authority terminates the open call. 

86. Where the price for the works/services to be delivered is calculated on the basis of the methodology described in the proposal, such methodology shall not be subject to modification for the entire term of the contract. 

PARTICIPATION AND GOOD PERFORMANCE GUARANTEES
87. Participation or good performance guarantees may be submitted in the form of:

а)  a deposit of a sum of money in a bank account of the Contracting Authority; 

b)  a bank guarantee issued in favour of the Contracting Authority;

c)  the participation or good performance guarantee is to be deposited in the following account of the administration of the Council of Ministers: 

Bank: Bulgarian National Bank 

BIC:  BNBGBGSD

IBAN: BG38 BNBG 9661 3300 1579 01

d) the amount of the guarantee to be paid for participation in the open call is 2 000 (two thousand) BGN and for good performance 2 percent of the total value of the public procurement contract. 

88. The selected contractor may choose the form of the guarantee to be submitted at its own discretion. 

89. The amount and currency of the guarantee for participation in the open call and good performance of the public procurement contract are also stipulated in the notice of public procurement. 

90. The Contracting Authority may request the submission of other good performance guarantees where a requirement to do so is stipulated by law.

91. The bank charges for the issuance of guarantees are borne by the contractor who must also estimate and cover the costs for obtaining and maintaining a bank guarantee in a manner which ensures that the guarantee submitted to the Contracting Authority is not less than the amounts stipulated herein. 

92. The Contracting Authority releases the guarantees without paying interest for the period during which the funds were deposited in its account in compliance with the rules laid down by law. 

93. The conditions and deadlines for the retention or release of good performance guarantees are settled in the contract for the award of a public procurement procedure in accordance with the draft contract. 

OTHER GUIDELINES

94.
Any matter not explicitly referred to in these guidelines in relation to the drafting of proposals or other applicants’ queries will be examined and settled in accordance with the Public Procurement Act and the terms and conditions stipulated in the tender documentation. 

95.
Where the documentation for participation in the open call or a part thereof is submitted to participants in Bulgarian and a copy translated into another language, in case a discrepancy between the two versions occurs, the version in Bulgarian shall prevail. 

96.
Where the participants in the open call submit documents in a language other than Bulgarian, such documents must be accompanied by a translation into Bulgarian. In the case of inconsistency between the versions in the two languages, the version in Bulgarian shall prevail. 

97.
In the case of a discrepancy between the information set out in the individual documents, information shall be rated according to a descending order of priority of the documents concerned, this being: 
a) The decision to launch a public procurement call;

b) The notice of public procurement;

c) Full description of the assignment;

d) Technical specification;

e) Guidelines on the drafting of proposals;

f) Methodology for the comprehensive evaluation of proposals; 

g) Draft public procurement contract;

h) Guidelines on conducting the call and the participation of applicants in it;

i) Template documents required for the purpose of participating in the call.

The highest priority document appears first on the list above.


SECTION ІІІ 

GUIDELINES ON THE DRAFTING OF PROPOSALS

REQUIREMENTS FOR THE VALIDITY OF PROPOSALS

1. In order to participate in the open call, applicants must submit proposals drawn up in compliance with the requirements set out in this document. The proposal is to be submitted within the deadline and at the address indicated in the notice of public procurement in accordance with the procedure described herein. 

2. Each applicant may submit one proposal.
3. Proposals are to be submitted in a sealed, non-transparent envelope by the applicant or a duly authorised representative thereof in person or by post, using registered mail against a delivery receipt, or by using a courier service. The wording “Proposal”, the name of the public procurement call and its identification number (if stated in the notice of public procurement), an address and contact person for correspondence, a telephone and in possible a fax number and an e-mail (where available) must also appear on the envelope. The envelope from the preceding sentence contains four separate sealed non-transparent envelopes as follows: 

     3.1. Envelope No1 titled “Documents for selection” where the documents required from the Contracting authority according to Article 56 (1)(1-7) (10-12) of the PPA, applying to the criteria for selection of the participants;

3.2. Envelope No 2 titled “Proposal for implementation of the contract” where the documents are put applying with the implementation of the order, accordingly the chosen from the Contracting Authority criterion and the indicated in the documentation requirements(the Technical proposal, Annex No 2).;

3.3. Envelope No3 titled “Price proposal” which contains the price proposal of the participant (Annex No3). In this envelope the participant encloses also a signed and sealed draft contract (Annex No11).   
4. Proposals are to be submitted in Bulgarian. Where the applicant is a natural or legal person or a consortium of natural and/or legal person registered outside the territory of Bulgaria, the documents mentioned in sub-paragraph 8.2 of these guidelines must be submitted accompanied by a legalised translation into Bulgarian and the documents mentioned in sub-paragraphs 8.3, 8.4, 8.6, 8.7, 8.8, 8.9, 8.12 and 8.13, where they are issued in a foreign language, must be accompanied by a certified translation into Bulgarian. According p. 16a  form the § 1 of the additional provisions of the Public Procurement Act “certified translation”  is a translation accomplished by a translator which has concluded a contract with the Ministry of Foreign Affairs for official translation.

If the participant is a consortium, the documents are presented by all of the natural persons or legal entities included in the consortium.   

5. Where a provision is made for any of the required documents to be submitted in a copy certified as true to the original by the applicant, a copy is to be deemed appropriately certified when it bears the following wording:

- “True to the original”; 

- Signature of the representative of the participant

It is obligatory to have authentic signature of the representative of the participant and the stamp of the applicant (if a stamp is available). 

6. The template documents annexed to the tender dossier and the conditions set out therein are binding for the applicants. Where the proposal does not comply with the template documents, the Contracting Authority may disqualify the proposal on the grounds of failure to comply with essential requirements for the proposal as set out in the tender dossier. 

7. The period of validity of price proposals must comply with the requirements set out in the notice of public procurement and represents the time during which the participants are bound by the submitted proposals. 

contents of the proposal and minimal requirements to the participants

8. The proposal (Annex No 1) and the annexes thereto shall be drafted in accordance with the template documents enclosed to the tender dossier. The Proposal must contain:
8.1. A list of the documents included in the offer, which is signed by the representative of the applicant (in the original). 
8.2. Documents attesting to the legal standing of the applicant, and in particular: 
8.2.1. A copy certified by the applicant (or a notarised copy) of a certificate of registration (by a court of law or the Company Registration Agency) or an identification (Company) number pursuant to Article 23 of the Company Register Act (CRA), where the applicant is a legal person or a sole trader. Where applicants are natural persons or members of a consortium, they submit copies of an ID document, certified by them. 

Where the applicant in the open call is a natural or legal person or a consortium of such persons registered outside the territory of Bulgaria, the document referred to in paragraph 8.2.1 (or an equivalent document issued by a court of law or an administrative body in the country in which the applicant ordinarily resides) shall be submitted accompanied by a legalised translation. 

8.2.3.Where the participant is a consortium of legal and/or natural persons the deed of incorporation must be submitted in the original or a notarised copy (where the document has been issued in a foreign language it must be accompanied by a translation into Bulgarian). 

8.3. Good standing certificate 
Where no company number is available within the meaning of Article 23 of the BULSTAT Register Act, the applicants, if legal persons or sole traders, must annex a good standing certificate to their proposals (in the original or a notarised copy). 

Legal persons registered outside of Bulgaria submit a corresponding equivalent document issued by a court of law or an administrative body in the country in which the legal person is established, which is accompanied by a translation in Bulgarian. Foreign legal persons may also submit affidavits where no such document can be obtained in the country in which they are established. 

The good standing certificate must not have been issued earlier than 3 (three) months before the date on which the proposal is submitted.
8.4.  BULSTAT/Company number certificate (where applicable). In the cases where the applicant is a legal person established outside the territory of Bulgaria the equivalent document (if available) must be presented, certified as a copy true to the original, by the applicant; 

8.5. Certificate of registration under the Value Added Tax Act, if the company is registered for VAT (certified as a copy true to the original by the applicant);

8.6. A power of attorney verifying the powers of the person representing the applicant (in the original) to be presented when the proposal or a part thereof has not been signed by the managing director or a duly authorised representative thereof in accordance with the information shown on the certificate of registration (sub-paragraphs 8.2 and/or 8.3 above) but buy a explicitly authorised signatory. The power of attorney must contain all particulars of the persons (the grantor of powers and the person to whom representative powers are granted) and an express declaration that the authorised representative is duly empowered to sign the proposal and represent the applicant in the open call. The affidavits under points 8.7, 8.8 and 8.9 may not be signed by a proxy. 
8.7. The declarations under Articles 47(1) and 47(5)(2) of the Public procurement Act (in the original) – to be drafted, signed and stamped in accordance with the template document annexed to the tender dossier (Annex No 4). The declarations must be signed by the persons mentioned in Section I paragraph 3 of this document. The natural and legal persons acting as members of consortia or as sub-contractors of the applicant must also present the declarations mentioned above. Where the declarant is a foreign national, the declaration must be accompanied by a translation into Bulgarian. 

8.8. The declaration under Article 47(5)(1) of the Public Procurement Act (in the original) – to be drafted, signed and stamped in accordance with the template document annexed to the tender dossier (Annex No 5). The declaration must be signed by persons according to Section I p.3 of the current documentation. A declaration must also be submitted by natural and legal persons acting as members of consortia or as sub-contractors of the participant. When the declarant is a foreign national a translation of the declaration into Bulgarian must also be submitted. 

8.9. The declaration under Article 47(5)(2) of the Public procurement act (in the original) must be based on the template document annexed to this document (Annex 6). It must be signed by the persons mentioned in Section I paragraph 3 of this document. A declaration must also be submitted by natural and legal persons acting as members of consortia or as sub-contractors of the participant. When the declarant is a foreign national a translation of the declaration into Bulgarian must also be submitted.

8.10.Receipt verifying the purchase of the tender dossier (in a copy format); 

8.11. An original receipt verifying the deposit of a guarantee for participation in the open call to an account of the Administration of the Council of Ministers or a bank guarantee in the amount of 2 000 (two thousand) BGN. 
8.12.  A list of the sub-contractors whose services will be used, if applicable. 

The list is indicated in the completed template proposal and contains the name of the sub-contractor, the type of works they will carry out, and the share of the volume of works/services they will carry out/provide (percentage of the total value and a description of the work/services to be delegated to the respective sub-contractor). 

If the list is long, an annex is to be enclosed to the template document indicating the relevant details of each sub-contractor and the wording, ”See annex enclosed” must appear on the template document. 
Each of the sub-contractors must declare their consent to participate in the public procurement in writing and has to respond to the requirements according to the type and share of his participation. 

The sub-contractors verify these circumstances with the following documents to be enclosed to the proposal of the participant:
-
a declaration of consent to act as a sub-contractor (in the original) – a declaration based on the model annexed to this document is drafted and signed by a representative or the managing director (Annex No 7); 

-
documents verifying the registration of the sub-contractor in accordance with sub-paragraph 8.2 above; 

-
a valid certificate of (court) registration in accordance with sub-paragraph 8.3 above; 

-
declarations under Article 47(1), (2) and (5) of the Public Procurement Act – in accordance with sub-paragraphs 8.7, 8.8 and 8.9 above; 
-    evidence verifying the economic and financial standing, the technical capability and/or professional qualifications of the applicant – in accordance with the procedure under sub-paragraph 8.13 below. 

8.13. Requirements and evidence verifying the economic and financial standing of applicants and their technical capability and/or professional qualifications:
8.13.1. In the last three (3) years (2007, 2008 and 2009) the applicants must have a turnover from works or services substantially similar to the subject matter of the open call, and in particular the development of econometric models, of not less than 100 000 (one hundred thousand) BGN, excluding VAT. 

In order to comply with this requirement the following documents must be presented:

· Information about the total turnover and the turnover from services substantially similar to the subject matter of the open call in the last three years (2007, 2008 and 2009), including a breakdown per year (to be submitted in the original) on the basis of the template document set out in Annex No 9. Where the applicant is a member of a consortium, the minimum turnover requirement stated in the notice of public procurement applies to all members of the consortium taken together. Information about the relevant turnover must be submitted by each member of the consortium. 

8.13.2. In the last three (3) years (2007, 2008 and 2009) applicants must have been awarded or participated in the performance of at least one (1) contract in an area that is substantially similar to the subject matter of the open call, and in particular the development of econometric models.

In order to comply with this requirement the following documents must be presented:

· A list of contracts for the delivery of services that are similar or substantially the same in the last three years (2007, 2008 and 2009), indicating their effective date, place of execution, contractual partners and contract value (in the original). The list must be based on the template document set out in Annex No 10. Recommendations for good performance verifying the good performance of those contracts must be annexed to the list (in the original or as copies certified by the applicant). 

8.13.3. Each applicant must have a team of experts employed by virtue of permanent or fixed-term employment contracts, who have the necessary professional qualifications and licence to practice their profession (where so provided for by law) in order to carry out all activities included in the scope of the public procurement call. Where the applicant is a consortium, the permanent or fixed-term contract may be concluded with a member of the consortium. Fixed-term contracts must take into account the subject matter of the public procurement call. The team of the applicant must at minimum have the following experts:

а) Team leader, responsible for the overall management and reporting in connection to the implementation of the public procurement contract. 

Requirements for the education, professional qualifications and experience:

· educated to a Master degree level in economics, statistics or an equivalent degree; 

· general professional experience – hands-on experience in the development of a structural, dynamic, econometric model for assessment of the impact of SCF in EU Member States; hands-on experience in the assessment of the impact of policies co-financed by the Structural Funds of the European Union; 

· specific professional experience – scientific research in the area of macroeconomic modeling. 

b) Team of experts – not less than two experts:

Requirements for the education, professional qualifications and experience:

· educated to a degree level in economics, statistics or an equivalent degree;

· general professional experience - hands-on experience in the development of macroeconomic models;

· specific professional experience – hands-on experience and knowledge of the effects and impact of EU policy. 

In order to comply with this requirement the following documents must be presented: 

· A declaration showing the educational record, qualifications and experience of the team leader and the experts who will be involved in the delivery of the services based on the template document set out in Annex 11, accompanied by copies of diplomas, specialisation and professional qualification certificates and CVs of the team leader and the members of the team of experts – Annex 12; 
In order to prove the specific professional experience the team-leader and the team of experts shall provide signed written declarations of their professional experience. The declarations shall include at least the following information:

· title, Contracting authority and period of implementation of the projects/contracts with subject similar to the public procurement call;

· short description of the projects/contracts;

· description of the participation of the team-leader and the experts in the implementation of the projects.

Note: Where necessary, the contractor should select and employ experts depending on existing needs in the areas indicated in the technical specification. It is not necessary to submit CVs for non-key staff. The hiring of additional experts is subject to approval by the Contracting Authority. 

Applicants may submit certificates of registration into the official record of approved economic operators in the relevant Member State of the European Union. In this case, applicants will not be disqualified from further participation in the open call on the grounds of having presented any of the documents referred to above, where such documents attest to belonging to such relevant professional group.  
9.  Applicants may employ the services of other natural or legal persons for the purpose of implementing the public procurement contract, provided they are able to prove that sufficient resources to do so are available to them. This requirement also applies where the applicant is a consortium of natural and/or legal persons and the applicant draws on and is able to use the resources or funds of the members of the consortium, be they natural and/or legal persons. 

10. Technical proposal - to be based on the enclosed template document (Annex No 2) in accordance with the requirements for the technical specification, the proposal and the conditions for the award and performance of a public procurement contract (in the original). The technical specification must be accompanied by a personal linear schedule for the implementation of planned activities. The schedule must be realistic and time-bound vis-à-vis the time necessary for the implementation of planned activities. 

11. Price proposal for the public procurement call (in the original).

To be drafted by the applicant on the basis of the template document entitled “Price proposal” (Annex No 3). This document must be placed in a separate, sealed, non-transparent envelope bearing the wording “Price proposal” placed in the envelope containing the proposal. 
The envelope bearing the wording “Price proposal” must also include a signed and sealed draft contract (Annex No 13). 

SECTION ІV
PROPOSAL EVALUATION METHODOLOGY

Methodology for the comprehensive evaluation of proposals on the basis of the greatest economic feasibility criterion

This methodology comprises a set of rules, which determine the method to be used to rank the proposals and select a contractor to whom a public procurement contract will be awarded. The ranking of the proposals submitted under the open call will be based on a comprehensive score calculated on the basis of submitted proposals assessed against a set of indicators, with the proposal which receives the highest comprehensive score being ranked in first place. 

The evaluation criteria and indicators will be used to evaluate solely the proposals of applicants which have not been disqualified on the grounds set out in Articles 46-48 of the Public Procurement Act and which satisfy the stated requirements of the Contracting Authority. 

Proposals will be examined, evaluated and ranked in the following order:

1. Technical evaluation;

2. Financial evaluation.

Evaluation indicators:

а) Technical evaluation indicator whose weight is 50 percent; 

b) Price proposal indicator whose weight is 50 percent.

А) Evaluation on the basis of the technical proposal indicator – a maximum of 100 points may be awarded and relative weight of 50 percent in the overall assessment. The evaluation will be based on the following indicators:

	
	Sub-indicators and level of performance under the technical evaluation indicator


	Maximum number of points to be awarded for each sub-indicator

	1
	Representativeness of the model from the point of view of the main sectors and components:


	Maximum number of points - 50

	1.1.1.
	- real sector

- external sector

- monetary sector

- fiscal sector

- human capital

- basic infrastructure


	7.5 points

7.5 points

7.5 points

7.5 points

10 points

10 points

	2
	Period for implementation
	Maximum number of points - 30

	2.1.
	This sub-indicator shows the ratio between the time (in months) for project implementation as per the respective proposal and the shortest implementation period proposed. It is calculated on the basis of the following formula:

Tm = (TmMIN/TmN)*30, where:

Tm –is the value of the sub-indicator for the respective proposal;

TmMIN –is the shortest proposed period for implementation (in months);

TmN –is the implementation period proposed by the nth applicant.

	30 points

	3
	Quality of the proposed programme for training of the experts of the Contracting Authority
	Maximum number of points - 20

	3.1.
	Detailed information about the organization and conduction of the trainings of the team of experts and simulations in order to test the model and to prepare the experts to work with it. A detailed list of the countries and institutions to be visited during the study tours; high relevance of the proposed institutions, a preliminary list of trainers (including short description of their professional experience) and a detailed description of the logistical arrangements for the training. 


	20 points

	3.2.
	The information about the organization and conduction of the trainings of the team of experts and simulations in order to test the model and to prepare the experts to work with it is not presented in sufficient detail. The countries and institutions to be visited are not described in sufficient detail; some of the institutions are not relevant to the training; the information about professional experience of the trainers is not sufficient; good logistical arrangements for the training. 


	15 points

	3.3.
	The information about the organization and conduction of the trainings of the team of experts and simulations in order to test the model and to prepare the experts to work with it is not presented in detail. The countries and institutions to be visited are not described in detail, the institutions are not fully relevant to the training, adequate logistical arrangements for the training.


	10 points


These specific sub-indicators will be used in order to assess: 

The representativeness of the model from the point of view of the main sectors and components:

The information presented about the model to be developed, including its structure, which (or what part) of the key components (real, external, monetary, fiscal) will be included in the model, whether separate components for human capital and basic infrastructure will be developed. 

Project implementation period: the proposed duration for the implementation of project activities broken down per month.

Quality of the proposed training programme for the team of experts of the Contracting Authority:

All logistical arrangements relating to the organisation of the training events; model simulations in order to test the model and study visits in order to train the expert team to work with the model. Concerning the study visits - whether adequate conditions for the training have been ensured, including transportation, accommodation at a 3-4 star hotel and the corresponding arrangements for breakfast, lunch and dinner; translation and interpreting costs (if necessary); relevant institutions and appropriate trainers; and duration of the training (number of days in each Member State). 

The evaluation on the basis of the indicator “Technical evaluation” is essentially an expert task and each member of the commission makes their own evaluation and fills out an evaluation sheet for each sub-indicator. The overall assessment per sub-indicator represents the arithmetic average of the scores of all members of the commission. 

The evaluation on the basis of the “Technical evaluation”  indicator for each proposal represents the sum total of the average arithmetic scores for each sub-indicator. The calculation is based on the following formula:

EvT=(EvТn Х 100/EvТmax) х 50 percent, where:

EvТ – is the score for the indicator “Technical evaluation” for the proposal concerned;

EvТn  - is the score (number of points) under the indicator relating to the nth applicant, representing the sum total of the average arithmetic scores for all three sub-indicators; 

EvТmax  - is the maximum score (number of points) awarded by the commission to an applicant, representing the sum total of the average arithmetic scores under each of the three sub-indicators. 

The maximum number of points with regard to the “Technical evaluation” indicator calculated on the basis of the formula may not exceed 50 points. 

B) The evaluation on the basis of the “Price proposal” indicator may score a maximum of 100 points. Its relative weight in the total score is 50 percent. The calculation is based on the following formula:

EvP=(EvPmin Х 100/EvPn) х 50 percent, where:

EvP –is the score under the “Price proposal” indicator for the respective proposal;

EvPmin – is the minimum price proposed by applicants;

EvPn  - is the price proposed by the nth applicant.

The evaluation on the basis of the “Price proposal” indicator based on the above formula may score a maximum of 50 points.
Total (comprehensive) evaluation (Ev) of proposals is calculated on the basis of the following formula:

EvTl=EvT+EvP 

The applicant whose proposal receives the highest comprehensive score

(maximum of 100 points) is ranked in first place.

Contact person: 

With regard to the technical specification: 

1. Anton Nistоrov Gladnishki, acting Head of Department, Directorate Programming of European Union Funds

Telephone +359 2 940 2536  Fax: +359 2 940 2526

E-mail: a.gladnishki@government.bg 

2. Christina Andonova-Hitrova, State Expert, Directorate Programming of European Union Funds, Administration of the Council of Ministers

Telephone: +359 2 940 2532  Fax: +359 2 940 2526

E-mail: k.hitrova@government.bg 

The public procurement call and tender dossier for the participation in an open call procedure for assigning a public procurement contract with subject: “Development of an econometric model for impact assessment of the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund of the European Union”

With regard to the open public procurement call:

1. Margarita Dimitrova – Senior Expert, Public Procurement Department,  Property Management and Administrative and Economic Activities Directorate

Telephone: +359 2 940 3366  Fax: +359 2 940 2177

E-mail: m.dimitrova@government.bg
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APPLICANT: ………………………………………………………………………................................

Head office and registered address: ……………………….tel…………/fax……….......

Company (BULSTAT) number ……………………….................................................................................

Address for correspondence, bank accounts ...........……………..............................

PROPOSAL

for participation in an open call for the award of a public procurement contract
DEAR SIRS,

We would like to hereby submit a proposal for participation in the launched open call for the award of a public procurement contract for the Development of an econometric model for impact assessment of the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund of the European Union under Project No 0018-CIO-3-2 entitled “Development of a model for impact assessment of SCF” co-financed under Operational Programme “Technical Assistance”
We hereby confirm that we have received a copy of the documentation necessary for the purpose of participating in the call and the stipulated terms and conditions for the call, including the requirements laid down in the Public Procurement Act. We accept those terms and conditions without reservation. 

We are further familiar with and accept the draft contract and if selected as a contractor will proceed to sign a contract within the deadline laid down by law. 

We state our consent to extend the validity of this proposal for 90 days as from the stipulated deadline for the submission of proposals. 

The following subcontractors will be engaged in service delivery:

	Name of the subcontractor
	Scope of the activities to be implemented
	Percentage of the volume of work to be delegated to the subcontractor

	
	
	

	
	
	


We are aware that in the case of being selected as a contractor we will be required to deposit a good performance guarantee in accordance with the requirements stipulated in the tender dossier by which we will undertake to guarantee the good performance of our contractual obligations in line with the agreed terms and conditions. 

Annexed hereto as an integral part of this proposal please find:

1.  A list of the documents contained in the proposal signed by the applicant;
2.   A price proposal in accordance with stipulated requirements;

3.   All required documents duly stamped and signed; 


4.   Other documents enclosed at the discretion of the applicant.

SIGNATURE AND STAMP:

__________________________ (given names and surname)

__________________________ (position of the representative of the applicant)
Date: ……

NOTE: the proposal is to be submitted in Bulgarian language.
Annex No2

TECHNICAL PROPOSAL

Regarding a call for the award of a public procurement contract for the Development of an econometric model for impact assessment of the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund of the European Union under Project No 0018-CIO-3-2 entitled “Development of a model for impact assessment of SCF” co-financed under Operational Programme “Technical Assistance”
TO: 

THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS

OF THE REPUBLIC OF BULGARIA

1 Dondukov Boulevard, Sofia

Dear Sirs,

Having examined the tender dossier for the open call for the award of a public procurement contract for the Development of an econometric model for impact assessment of the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund of the European Union under Project No 0018-TsIO-3.2 entitled “Development of a model for impact assessment of SCF” co-financed under Operational Programme “Technical Assistance”
We, ...........................................................................................................................................................






/ name of the company of the applicant /

Having our head office at....................................................................................................................., 

A company registered with the Company Registry Agency under Company No /or.............................. by ….. Court under Company Case No ....................... /....................... Company (BULSTAT) No...................................., declare that we wish to participate in the open call for the award of the public procurement contract and propose to deliver the service in line with the requirements set out in the technical specification and tender dossier upon the following conditions:

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

...........................................................................................................................................................

(Detailed description of the technical proposal of the applicant).

Implementation period: .......... (............................) months.

Note: The proposal must at minimum include:

The information presented about the model to be developed, including its structure, which (or what part) of the key components (real, external, monetary, fiscal) will be included in the model, whether separate components for human capital and basic infrastructure will be developed.

A linear schedule for the implementation of all activities and sub-activities.

Information about planned study visits – the two selected Member States, relevant institutions and a tentative list of trainers, duration of the training (number of days to spend in each Member State) and logistical arrangements. 

Date…………………

                       Signature and stamp……………………





Annex No 3

To the Council of Ministers

1 Dondukov Boulevard
PRICE PROPOSAL

Regarding a call for the award of a public procurement contract for the Development of an econometric model for impact assessment of the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund of the European Union under Project No 0018-CIO-3-2 entitled “Development of a model for impact assessment of SCF” co-financed under Operational Programme “Technical Assistance”
From applicant

................................................................................................BULSTAT/Company No.......................
Dear Sirs,

We hereby submit our price proposal for the implementation of the public procurement contract in accordance with the stated requirements:
1. TOTAL PROPOSED PRICE

Our price proposal for the implementation of the public procurement contract, in accordance with the procedure requirements, in BGN amounts to:

........................................./verbatim.................................../ BGN, excluding VAT

........................................../verbatim.................................../ BGN, including VAT

2. METHOD FOR PRICE CALCULATION

In accordance with our technical proposal, the cost for the activities is set out below:

1. Activity 1 ........................................................................................................................

2. Activity 2 ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………… (a description of the respective activities and the cost of their implementation) 










ANNEX: Draft contract

Date:







            ................................









/signature and stamp/
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DECLARATION 

under Art. 47, para. 1 & Art. 47, para. 5, item 2 of the Public Procurement Act

The undersigned 







 in my capacity of
_______________________ (insert position)                 of 

 



   

(indicate the company name of the participant) BULSTAT/UIC......................  with seat and address of management








     - a participant in a procedure for the award of a public procurement contract for the Development of an econometric model for impact assessment of the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund of the European Union under Project No 0018-CIO-3.2 entitled “Development of a model for impact assessment of SCF” financed under Operational Programme Technical Assistance.
HEREBY DECLARE THAT:

1. The applicant represented by me 





 (indicate the company name of the participant):

- is not insolvent;

- is not in liquidation procedure and is not in such procedure under the national laws and regulations.

2. I personally have never been convicted by a final sentence entered into force for: 

а) crime against the financial, tax or social security system (including money laundering) under Art. 253 - 260 of the Criminal Code;

b) bribe under Art. 301 - 307 of the Criminal Code;

c) participation in an organized criminal group under Art. 321 и 321а of the Criminal Code;

d) crime against property under Art. 194 - 217 of the Criminal Code;

e) crime against economy under Art. 219 - 252 of the Criminal Code.

3. The participant represented by me/I personally, has not concluded/ have not concluded any contract with a person under Art. 21 or 22 of the Law on prevention and detection of conflicts of interest;
I am aware that I am subject to criminal liability under Art. 313 of the Criminal Code for the provision of untrue data in this declaration.




                  

Declarant: ​

 

(Date of signing)                                     












(Signature)        

Note: The Declaration shall be completed by the persons under Section ІІ, item 3 of the Documentation for participation.
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DECLARATION 


under Art. 47, para. 5, item 1 of the Public Procurement Act


The undersigned






, in my capacity of______________________________________________________________  
(indicate the position you occupy)

in  





 (indicate the company name of the participant), with seat and address of management








           
          BULSTAT/UIC......................  - a participant in a procedure for the award of a public procurement contract for the Development of an econometric model for impact assessment of the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund of the European Union under Project No 0018-CIO-3.2 entitled “Development of a model for impact assessment of SCF” financed under Operational Programme Technical Assistance. 




HEREBY DECLARE:

1. I am not a related party under § 1, item 1 of the additional provision of the Law for prevention and detecting of conflicts of interest to the Contracting Authority or to any employees at a management position of its organization.

I am aware that I am subject to criminal liability under Art. 313 of the Criminal Code for the provision of untrue data in this declaration.




                  

Declarant: ​



(Date of signing)                                                                                                                                    









(Signature)

Note: The declaration should be completed by the persons under Section ІІ, item 3 of the Documentation for participation.

Annex No. 6

DECLARATION 

under Art. 47, para. 2 of the Public Procurement Act

The undersigned 





                  in my capacity of
_______________________ (insert position) of  



   

(indicate the company name of the participant), BULSTAT/UIC...................... - participant in the procedure for the award of a public procurement contract for the Development of an econometric model for impact assessment of the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund of the European Union under Project No 0018-TsIO-3.2 entitled “Development of a model for impact assessment of SCF” financed under Operational Programme Technical Assistance. 




HEREBY DECLARE THAT:

1. The participant represented by me 





 (indicate the company name of the participant):

- is not in a pending insolvency procedure;

- has not entered into an out-of-court settlement with its creditors in the sense of Art. 740 of the Commercial Act; 

- is not in a similar procedure under its national laws and regulations;

- its activity is not under any court management and has not terminated its activity.

2. The participant represented by me does not have any monetary obligations to the state or to any municipality in the sense of Art. 162, para. 2 of the Tax and Social Security Procedural Code, which have been established by an act of a competent authority, entered into force and for which there was not allowed any rescheduling or deferring of the liabilities
 or money liabilities, relating to the payment of social security contributions or taxes under the legal rules of the country, in which the participant is established.

3. I personally am not deprived of the right to exercise a profession or activity under the laws of my or any other country.

I am aware that I am subject to criminal liability under Art. 313 of the Criminal Code for the provision of untrue data in this declaration.




 г.          

Declarant: ​



(Date of signing)    

Note: The Declaration shall be completed by the persons in accordance with Section ІІ item 3 of the Documentation for participation.
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DECLARATION
of consent to act as a subcontractor in a public procurement contract for the Development of an econometric model for impact assessment of the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund of the European Union under Project No 0018-CIO-3.2 entitled “Development of a model for impact assessment of SCF” financed under Operational Programme “Technical Assistance”.
The undersigned 








 with personal identity card No. 

, issued on  



 by 


, in my capacity of
______________________________ __________  (insert position) of  





 (insert the company name of the subcontractor), BULSTAT/UIC  



 registered under company case No. 

 of the list for    

 of 



 District Court, with seat and address of management








           
          

HEREBY DECLARE THAT:

 The entity represented by me  







.  (indicate the company you represent)

agrees to act as a subcontractor of the participant  










_ in the performance of   (indicate the participant, to which you are a subcontractor)
the above public procurement. 

The activities, which we will perform as a subcontractor and the amount of our participation is in %, as follows: 

(list the specific parts and their volume the object of the public procurement, which will be performed by you as a subcontractor). 
We are aware that when declaring our will to be a subcontractor, we will not have the right to participate in the above procedure with an independent proposal.

I am aware that I am subject to criminal liability under Art. 313 of the Criminal Code for the provision of untrue data in this declaration.




                  

Declarant: ​



(Date of signing)                                                                                       
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 INFORMATION ABOUT THE PARTICIPANT  

1. Company (name) of the participant: ......................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................................BULSTAT/UIC...................................

2.  Seat and address of management: ..................................................................................................................................................phone: ..................... fax: ....................................email......................................

3.  Contact person: .................................................. position .........................................  Address  ....................................................................................... ............................................................................. ............................................................................. phone ............................, fax ..................................

4.  Servicing bank: .................................................. б. code ..............., No. of the account, to which the guarantee will be refunded .........................., Account holder  .............................

Date ............. 2010              Signature and stamp: ..............

- 
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INFORMATION ABOUT THE TURNOVER OF THE PARTICIPANT
The undersigned 








  with personal identity card No. 

, issued on 



 by 


, in my capacity of
______________________________ __________  (insert position) of  





 (insert the name of participant), BULSTAT/UIC  



 registered under company case No. 

 of the list for    

 of 



 District Court, with seat and address of management








           
          

HEREBY DECLARE THAT:

Over the past three years the total turnover of  ...........................................is as follows:

	Year
	Turnover for the year (in BGN)

	2007
	

	2008
	

	2009
	

	       Total, VAT excluding:
	


Total VAT included  - ...................................

Over the last three years the turnover of the activities similar to the subject matter of the contract is:

	Year
	Turnover for the services for the year (in BGN)

	2007
	

	2008
	

	2009
	

	        Total, VAT excluding:
	


Total VAT included  - ...................................

I am aware that I am subject to criminal liability under Art. 313 of the Penal Code for the provision of untrue data in this declaration.

Date…………2010





DECLARANT……………….………

The city of…………………….          



(Signature and stamp)

NOTE: If the proposal is submitted by a consortium/ partnership, which is not a legal entity, the data, specified in the table shall be provided by each participant in the partnership.
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LIST OF IMPLEMENTED CONTRACTS

The undersigned  








  with personal identity card No. 

, issued on 



 by 


, in my capacity of
______________________________ __________  (insert position) of  





 (insert the name of participant), BULSTAT/UIC  



 registered under company case No. 

 of the list for    

 of  



 District Court, with seat and address of management








           
          

HEREBY DECLARE THAT:

Over the past three years (2007, 2008 and 2009) the participant represented by me has fulfilled the following contracts for activities similar to the subject matter of the procurement:

	No. 
	Date of entering into the contract
	Subject of the contract
	Contract Value
	Period of execution


	Contracting Authority, Contact phone
	Description of the services performed

	1.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	2.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	3.
	
	
	
	
	
	

	….
	
	
	
	
	
	

	….
	
	
	
	
	
	


List of the recommendations for good performance, attached to this list:

1...........................................................................................................................................

2...........................................................................................................................................

I am aware of the liability under Art. 313 of the Penal Code for providing of untrue data.

Date: ............ 2010           

Signature and stamp: 















NOTE: If the proposal is submitted by a consortium/ partnership, which is not a legal entity, the data, specified in the table shall be provided by each participant in the partnership.
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INFORMATION AND DECLARATION CONCERNING EDUCATION, QUALIFICATIONS AND PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE OF THE EXPERTS RESPONSIBLE FOR THE PERFORMANCE OF THE PUBLIC PROCUREMENT CONTRACT

The undersigned  








  in my capacity of
______________________________ __________  (insert position) of  





 (insert the name of the participant), BULSTAT/UIC  



 registered under company case No. 

 of the list for    

 of  



 District Court, with seat and address of management








           
          

HEREBY DECLARE THAT:

In the performance of the contract we will use the following team leaders and experts:

	Name, surname,

family name
	Position in the Project 
	Total professional experience (years)
	Education,

qualification
	Specific professional experience related to the requirements of the contracting authority


	Relevant skills

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	
	


      Note:  The participant may designate also the other experts, who will participate in the execution of the contract.                      

Date: ............ 2010          


Signature and stamp: ..............................

Annex No. 12

CV

Proposed role in the project:
1. Family name:

2. Name:

3. Nationality:

4. Education:

	Education Institution

(From - to date)
	Degree (s) or Diploma (s) obtained:

	
	

	
	


5. Currently Position:

6. Key qualifications: (related to the subject of the public procurement)

7. Professional Experience 

	From date - to date
	Place of performance of the services  (country) and name of the contracting authority  (the Beneficiary)
	(Employer)
	Occupied position
	Description of the work performed by projects, which meet the requirements, to the general and the specific professional experience  of the respective consultant

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	

	
	
	
	
	


8. Other information at the discretion of the person.

Date………….2010                               










(names and signature)

NOTE: Professional experience is evidenced by contracts, copies of the work-record card or recommendations, as well as other documents at the discretion of the person/ the participant.
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DRAFT CONTRACT

No.……………../……………………..


Today, …………….. 2010, in city of Sofia between: the ADMINISTRATION OF THE COUNCIL OF MINISTERS with address in the city of Sofia, postal code 1594, 1, Knyaz Al. Dondukov Blvd., BULSTAT BG 000695025, represented by Rosen Zhelyazkov – Secretary General of the Council of Ministers and Yassen Stefanov - Chief Accountant, hereinafter referred to as the Contracting Authority, on the one hand, and ………………………………, with BULSTAT / UIC, registered under company case No. .... . of ... ... Court, CD (Registration Agency), with seat and address of management - ………………………………………………… represented by ………………………………………………… hereinafter referred to in the Contract as the Contractor, on the other hand, and pursuant to Art. 41 and the following of the Public Procurement Act (“PPA”), in relation with Order No. FS- …………… 2010 of the Secretary General of the Council of Ministers for the rating of the participants and for the determining of the Contractor of the public procurement contract for the Development of an econometric model for impact assessment of the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund of the European Union under Project No 0018-CIO-3.2 entitled “Development of a model for impact assessment of SCF” financed under Operational Programme Technical Assistance, the present agreement was concluded for the following:

I. OBJECT OF THE CONTRACT

1.1. The Contracting Authority assigns and the Contractor agrees to provide consulting services in the implementation of the project, Development of an econometric model for impact assessment of the Structural Funds and the Cohesion Fund of the European Union under Project No 0018-CIO-3.2 entitled “Development of a model for impact assessment of SCF” financed under Operational Programme Technical Assistance, hereinafter referred to in the Contract as the ”Service”, as specified in the Terms of Reference of the Documentation for participation and in the technical proposal in the public procurement, representing Annex No. 1 and Annex No. 2, an integral part of the Contract. 

II. QUALITY

2.1. The quality of the service must comply with the requirements of the Contract, with the documentation for the public procurement and the technical proposal. 

2.2. By signing this Contract the Contractor declares that he is familiar with the General terms of the OP „Technical assistance”. 

2.3. The Parties agree that in the implementation of the Contract they will observe the General terms of the OP „Technical assistance”.

III. PRICE AND TERMS OF PAYMENT

3.1. The total price under the Contract is in the amount of BGN ………….(In words: ………….), VAT excluding and BGN………….(In words: ………….), VAT including in accordance with the Price proposal, representing an Annex No. 3, an integral part of the Contract. 

3.2. The Price under item 3.1. includes all costs of the Contractor for the performance of the procurement, incl. all administrative costs for the performance of the work, office machinery, equipment and consumables, software, courier, mail, translation and other similar services, insurances, taxes, fees etc. 

3.3. The CONTRACTING AUTHORITY shall pay the price under item 3.1. by bank transfer in BGN, under the bank account of the Contractor in …………………………………………..Bank, as follows: 

a) Advance payment at the amount of 20 (twenty) percent of the price of the Contract under item 3.1., VAT inclusive after presentation of a guarantee for the full amount of the advance payment. The guarantee may be money or an irrevocable and unconditional bank guarantee in favour of the Administration of the Council of Ministers for a period of 30 (thirty) days after the expire of the Contract. 

b) The final payment of 80 (eighty) percent of the price of the Contract under item 3.1., VAT inclusive, shall be made after the adoption and the approval of the final report under item 6.1, letter “g” and signing of the final delivery-acceptance protocols without any comments and an invoice provided by the Contractor. 

3.4. The acceptance of the work performed is made by bilateral delivery-acceptance protocols, signed by the designated representatives of the Parties, whereas for the Contracting Authority the protocols will be signed by the Project Manager. 

3.5. The approval of the carried out and accepted activities or results under item 3.4 of the Contract is made through bilateral protocols, signed by the designated representatives of the Parties, whereas for the Contracting Authority the protocols will be signed by the Project Manager. 

3.6. When the CONTRACTING AUTHORITY establishes a non-performance or poor or inadequate performance of the activities, results, etc. under the Contract, this is indicated in the protocols of findings and a reasonable deadline for remedying of the deficiencies is set. The non-observing of this term by the Contractor is grounds for unilateral termination by the CONTRACTING AUTHORITY and for the imposing of the penalties, provided for in this Contract. 

3.7. The deadlines for the payments under item 3.3. commence as of the signing of the respective Protocol for the acceptance and the approval of the work performed and the presentation of the respective invoice. 

ІV. CONFINDENTIALITY

4.1. The Contractor shall not distribute for any reason or in any form the information for the CONTRACTING AUTHORITY or such provided by the CONTRACTING AUTHORITY in connection with the performance of this Contract, unless there is a prior written authorization thereof by him. 

V. TERM AND PLACE OF IMPLEMENTATION. RISK.
5.1. The deadline for the execution of the Contract is ……….(according to the Contractor proposal). 

5.2. The rendering of the service shall be made in accordance with the timetable of the technical proposal. 

5.3. The place of execution of the Contract is on the territory of the Republic of Bulgaria and EU Member States.

5.4. The Contractor shall perform the service at its own risk and responsibility. 

VI. RIGHTS AND OBLIGATIONS OF THE PARTIES

6.1. The Contractor shall be obliged to:

a) to fulfil its obligations under this Contract with quality, within the prescribed time periods, in accordance with the Terms of Reference, the technical and the price proposal of the public procurement; 

b) the documents, which should provide to the CONTRACTING AUTHORITY, shall be on paper and on magnetic media (CD/DVD); 

c) the information materials, reports, etc., to be prepared during the project, should comply with the requirements for information and publicity of the Operational Programme "Technical Assistance” 

d) to notify the CONTRACTING AUTHORITY in writing, where in the course of the performance it is required materials to be used, on which a third party has copyright or related rights; 

e) not to provide to third-parties for use, and not to use in its own business outside this Contract materials or parts of materials, prepared for the purpose of implementation of the Contract; 

f) to prepare reports for the implementation of each activity, as well as the following reports: 

- Inception Report – it shall be presented within 30 days of signing of the Contract and includes a detailed plan for the implementation of the project activities

- interim progress reports via electronic means to the project Leader - shall be prepared by the 10th day of each month, taking into account the activities performed in the previous month and the results achieved. 

 g) a detailed final report regarding the work performed under the Contract should be provided in the end of the implementation of the Contract. A draft of the final report shall be submitted two weeks before the deadline for completion of the activities under the Contract. The preparation of this report is a condition for acceptance of the work of the Contractor and for the release of the performance guarantee.

6.2. The Contractor shall have the right to:
a) request the CONTRACTING AUTHORITY to accept the rendered service;

b) to seek the agreed remuneration for the rendered service. 

6.3. The CONTRACTING AUTHORITY is obliged to:

а) accept the performance of the Contractor under the terms and conditions of this Contract; 

b) pay the price under the Contract under the terms and the conditions of this Contract;

c) not to distribute in any form any of the information provided to it by the Contractor, having the nature of trade secret and explicitly indicated in writing by the Contractor as such; 

6.4.The CONTRACTING AUTHORITY shall have the right to:

а) provide ongoing monitoring and to give compulsory directions to the Contractor in the performance of the Contract;

b) request the Contractor to perform the assigned services on time, without deviation from the agreed conditions and without any deficiencies; 

c) require from the Contractor reports on the performed activities, tasks, etc., in the implementation of the Contract. 

6.5. The Contracting Authority acquires the copyrights and the rights to use of any results of the execution of the Contract (reports, analyses, brochures, etc.).

VІІ. PERFORMANCE GUARANTEE

7.1. Before assigning to the contract, the Contractor shall provide an unconditional and irrevocable guarantee for good and quality performance (money or bank guarantee) in the amount of 2 (two) percent of the total contract value, VAT excluding. In the case of bank guarantee, it shall be with a term of validity of 30 (thirty) days after the expiry of the Contract implementation. 

7.2. The CONTRACTING AUTHORITY releases the guarantee for good performance after the finalisation of the Contract and the acceptance of the work without any interests due for the period in which the funds have been lawfully kept with it. 

7. 3. The CONTRACTING AUTHORITY may keep the performance guarantee of the Contract if:

(A) in the process of its implementation, a dispute arises between the parties, which were submitted for decision by a competent court; 

(B) If the Contractor does not commence work for the execution of the Contract or the Contract was terminated due to its fault, as well as in the cases of the poor, partial or any other non-performance. In these cases, the retained guarantee does not exhaust the rights of the CONTRACTING AUTHORITY to seek compensation in a larger amount. 

VІІІ. FORCE MAJEURE

8.1. The Parties shall be exempt from liability for the breach of their obligations, where the impossibility to perform is due to Force Majeure. None of the parties may claim a Force Majeure if it was in delay and did not inform the other party about the occurrence of the Force Majeure. 

8.2. The party affected by the Force Majeure shall take all the reasonable efforts and measures to minimize the damages and losses incurred, as well as to notify the other Party in writing immediately upon the occurrence of the Force Majeure. 

8.3. For the duration of Force Majeure, the performance of the obligation is suspended.

8.4. A party cannot rely on Force Majeure, if its negligence or intentional acts or omissions have led to impossibility for execution of the contract. 

8.5. The lack of funds does not constitute a Force Majeure.

ІX. LIABILITY FOR NON-PERFORMANCE. PENALTIES.

9.1. If the Contractor guiltily fails to perform the assigned service or a part thereof or the requirements for it in compliance with the terms specified in the Contract, the same shall owe to the CONTRACTING AUTHORITY a penalty amounting to 0.1 %(zero point one-tenth percent) of the non-performed part of the Contract, for each day of delay but not more than ten (10) percent of the entire contract price. 

9.2. In case of delay in payment the CONTRACTING AUTHORITY shall owe a penalty amounting to 0.1 % (zero point one-tenth percent) of the particular amount due for each day of delay, but not more than 10 %(ten percent) of the entire contract price. 

9.3. For the non-performance of other contractual obligations, including the dissemination of information relating to the CONTRACTING AUTHORITY or which was provided by it, the Contractor shall pay a penalty amounting to 0.5 % (zero point five percent) of contract price for each violation established. 

9.4. The parties retain their right to seek compensation for damages under the general terms, if their value is higher than the penalties paid under this Section.

9.5. In the event that the Contractor is a partnership under the Law on Obligations and Contracts or the Commercial Act, the participants in the partnership are jointly responsible for the financial liabilities of the Contractor as a result of the realized liability for non-performance of liabilities, deriving from this Contract. 

Х. TERMINATION AND CANCELLING OF THE CONTRACT 

10. 1. The contract is terminated or cancelled: 

(a) by mutual consent of the Parties, made in writing; 

(b) unilaterally, by means of a two weeks' written notice if the other party guiltily fails to perform its obligations under the Contract. 

(c) by the Contracting Authority, pursuant to Art. 43, para. 4 of the PPA. 

10.2. Upon termination or cancellation of the contract, the parties must govern and financial relations under the Bulgarian legislation. 

XІ. APPLICABLE LAW

11.1. In case of impossibility for resolving of the disputes through negotiations, all disputes will be resolved by the competent Bulgarian court, under the effective laws in the Republic of Bulgaria. 

ХIІ. GENERAL PROVISIONS

12.1. The Contract shall enter into force upon its signing by the parties.

12.2. This Contract and the annexes thereto shall be prepared in two identical copies. The following Appendices are defined as an integral part of this contract:

Contact Person on behalf of the Contracting Authority:

Administration of the Council of Ministers

1000, Sofia, 1, Dondukov Blvd. 

Anton Nistorov Gladnishki, acting Head of department, „Programming of EU Funds” Directorate

Phone +359 2 940 2536  Fax: +359 2 940 2526

E-mail: a.gladnishki@government.bg 

Contact Persons on behalf of the Contractor:

Annex No. 1 – Documentation for the open procedure for the assignment of the public procurement;

Annex No. 2 – Technical proposal of the Contractor in the open procedure for the assignment of the public procurement;

Annex No. 3 – Price proposal of the Contractor in the open procedure for the assignment of the public procurement.

CONTRACTING AUTHORITY:




CONTRACTOR:


Secretary General of the CM:


  

(Rosen Zhelyazkov)






                                                  



                

Chief Accountant:

(Yasen Stefanov)

Note: According to Art. 41, para. 2 of the PPA, the Contracting Authority will take into consideration the provisions of the contract with the specific technical and price proposal of the applicant, selected as a contractor. 

Annex No. 14





EVALUATION PAPER

of the applicant ……………………………………………………………………………………………………………………

	
	Sub-indicators for evaluation and level of performance at the indicator „Technical evaluation”


	Maximum number of points

within the sub-indicators

	1
	Representativeness of the model in terms of the main sectors and blocks: 


	Maximum number of points - 50

	1.1.1.
	- Real Sector

- External Sector

- Monetary Sector

- Fiscal Sector

- Human Capital

- Base Infrastructure


	

	2
	–Time Period for Project Implementation
	Maximum number of points - 30

	2.1.
	The sub-indicator shows the relationship between the proposed time (in months) for project implementation as per the respective proposal and the shortest time proposed by all participants, calculated under the formula:

Вр = (ВрMIN/ВрN)*30, where:

Вр – value of the sub-indicator for the respective offer;

ВрMIN – the shortest time period proposed (in months) for the implementation of the Project;

ВрN – the proposed time for the implementation of the project of the n-th participant.
	

	3
	Quality of the proposed training program for the expert staff of the Contracting Authority -
	Maximum number of points  - 20

	3.1.
	Detailed information about the organization and conduction of the trainings of the team of experts and simulations in order to test the model and to prepare the experts to work with it. A detailed list of the countries and institutions to be visited during the study tours; high relevance of the proposed institutions, a preliminary list of trainers (including short description of their professional experience) and a detailed description of the logistical arrangements for the training. 


	

	3.2.
	The information about the organization and conduction of the trainings of the team of experts and simulations in order to test the model and to prepare the experts to work with it is not presented in sufficient detail. The countries and institutions to be visited are not described in sufficient detail; some of the institutions are not relevant to the training; the information about professional experience of the trainers is not sufficient; good logistical arrangements for the training. 


	

	3.3.
	The information about the organization and conduction of the trainings of the team of experts and simulations in order to test the model and to prepare the experts to work with it is not presented in detail. The countries and institutions to be visited are not described in detail, the institutions are not fully relevant to the training, adequate logistical arrangements for the training.


	




MEMBER OF THE COMMISSION:






(Name and Signature)

COUNCIL OF MINISTERS




















[наименование на подизпълнителя]











� In case of allowed rescheduling or deferring of the liabilities there shall be enclosed also a copy of the relevant document to this Declaration.
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